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THE FUTURE OF THE PAPACY 

BY ISIDOE SINGER 



Titere seems not to be the slightest doubt about the fact 
that all positive religions within the limits of Western civil- 
ization are, as never before, face to face with an acute crisis. 
But while Judaism, even in its most diluted form, has a 
national and racial support to lean upon in the eventuality 
of extreme stress ; while Protestantism, in principle at least, 
accepts the results of modern research in science, history, 
and Biblical philology, thus identifying its creed and ethics 
with the contemporary philosophy and morals of the suc- 
ceeding ages and in this way remaining a living force; while 
Greek orthodoxy, owing to the power of the Tsar-Pope and 
the stupidity of the moujik, can yet in all probability count 
upon a relatively long lease of life — Roman Catholicism on 
account of its intellectual aloofness from the spirit of the 
age and its dogged clinging to the obsolete dogmatism of by- 
gone times, appears to be hovering between life and death. 
That the caveant consules should be this time uttered in the 
city of New York a short time after the princely reception 
tendered to Cardinal Farley, and uttered by a Jewish writer, 
will, no doubt, cause amazement and collateral feelings with 
the majority of readers. But if the writer may venture to 
refer to a previous essay, published in the Review January, 
1910, on "The Jews and Jesus," in which he sought to deal 
with the delicate subject in a truly philo-Christian spirit, 
he feels that fact will cause those who read that article to 
suspend judgment on this to its conclusion, and he invokes 
the good-will of his new readers to follow patiently to the 
end the argumentation here presented that he may not be 
condemned unheard. 

Since the French Revolution and, intenser yet, since Dar- 
win, Europe and America have been looking for a ne^r God, 
searching the horizon for a new Gospel suiting the spiritual 
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needs of the educated modern man and woman. We have 
still the same Bihle and Prayer-book before us as our parents 
had when we go to church or synagogue, but we do not 
believe in their words as our fathers and mothers did : they 
have become for most of us dead letters ; for priest, pastor, 
and rabbi texts for more or less eloquent sermons ; and for 
the choir sacred material for elevating church music. That 
is all. The orthodox Jew still wraps himself in his Talith 
and intently closes his eyes to the religious skepticism sur- 
rounding the very citadels of the ancient faith. The believ- 
ing Catholic yet suffers himself to be benumbed by the clouds 
of the Oriental incense which his priests, wrapped in the 
gorgeous pontifical dresses of the Hebrew-Egyptian-Per- 
sian Kohanim of old, are swinging through the lethargic air, 
and he fails to see that what is offered to him is not the 
noble democratic teaching of the Jewish carpenter son of 
Nazareth who came to save His people and humanity at 
large through the application to contemporary evils of the 
soul-stirring gospel of the Hebrew prophets. He is never 
reminded by his spiritual guides that Jesus, the Jesus of 
history, had not intended to accept a sweeping paternity for 
all the intolerant encyclicals and actions of Petri's suc- 
cessors, for Charlamagne's barbarous " conversion " of the 
Saxons, for the seven-centuries-lasting Inquisition, for the 
Thirty Years' War, for the hypocritical " Christian " war 
lords of Europe who are keeping ready millions of Chris- 
tian gladiators to throw them into the bloody arena at a 
sign. 

All of us, Jew and Gentile alike — and the enlightened 
Orient will soon second the motion — we are tired of the cruel 
blasphemy which is offered to humanity instead of that great 
and true Religion (and there can be only one religion) which 
has been outlined by Moses, Isaiah, Amos, and Malachi, 
and accepted in its entirety by Jesus, and which contains the 
life-bringing serum for our present and all generations to 
come. 

And can we deny, if we study the undercurrents of our 
vast philanthropic institutions, our broad-minded education- 
al and philosophical systems, that mankind unknowingly 
ascends toward the source which originated in the mountains 
of Judah, toward the misunderstood real Church Fathers of 
Christianity? However, 
"in thus turning toward the Hebrew prophets, humanity is not 
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retrograding twenty-six centuries ; it is they who were twenty-six centuries 
in advance. Humanity was too young to read them. But they could 
wait without fear, sure of the eternity of their creed, and sure that 
humanity in its march toward the future would be forced to retrace its 
steps to the mountain, and pass back from Golgotha to Zion. . . . 

" And on the day when the Vatican will dare the- bold stroke and place 
in the mouth of Christ the words of these prophets of old — the new age 
has not yet found, either among its philosophers, its moralists, its poets, 
words with a magic power equal to theirs — on that day will the Catholic 
Church take a new lease of life, and be able to assume once more the 
supreme direction of human society. Although its life appears to be 
ebbing, the Catholic Church is still the sole organized force of the 
Occident, the heart whose throbs, if vivified by young blood, could make 
themselves felt to the ends of the earth. Even to-day, in a disabused 
and hostile society, the moment a word of good-wili emanates from this 
central seat of authority, a thrill of filial expectation passes through 
the whole civilized world — Catholic, Protestant, and infidel. Since there is 
no longer a Pope-King, the Papacy, stripped and become in a more striking 
degree the ideal and immaterial center, the intangible Home of the great 
Catholic empire, seems to feel that humanity expects an arbiter in the 
struggle of nations and classes. The necessary revolution which would 
change the spirit of Christianity would also restore to the civilized world 
a center, an arbiter, a guide; would make of the Catholic Church a living 
force again. It may be that a disastrous schism is necessary to bring 
this about: perhaps the genius of a Monk Hildebrand will suffice. . . . 

"Christianity has received its formulas from the Hebrew prophets, 
but it has dissipated them into metaphors. Will it be able to recover their 
meaning? Thou art come to fulfil the prophets: fulfil them. . . . 

"If the Catholic Church misses its opportunity; if, in the name of 
an immutability which is simply a fiction of dogma contradicted by its 
history from the very beginning, it opposes the summons of the future 
with a Non possumus, the necessary work will be done otherwise, and 
with greater difficulty. The gain which the spirit of the future could 
extract from this admirable instrument of unity and of propaganda will 
be lost for the world, and the scientific sect will be called upon to assume 
sole charge of the world." 

And who is the man addressing this fervent appeal to 
Rome again to assume the supreme spiritual government 
of the world? Is he a pious modernist of the Nuova Italia? 
Is he an ultra-conservative member of the Church of Eng- 
land yearning for the re-establishment of Christian unity? 
No. He who has penned these lines was a Jew, an Alsatian 
Jew, the son of an orthodox Jewish father and of a pious 
Jewish mother. In one word, James Darmesteter (1849- 
1894), the famous French Orientalist, pupil, and friend of 
and successor to Ernest Renan in his chair at the College 
de France. 

How many Catholics are familiar with these splendid 
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words just quoted, which are part of the magnificent Intro- 
duction to Darmesteter's Les Prophetes d'Israel? Each and 
every one of them, however, will, I am sure, he thankful to me 
for calling the attention not only of the American Catholic 
world, but of the entire religious commonwealth of this con- 
tinent, to the passionate cry for spiritual help addressed to 
the Papacy by one of the deepest thinkers of the nineteenth 
century, a man who has gone to the very rock bottom of the 
religious thought of mankind and who even had the moral 
courage to forget the cruel treatment to which, with very 
sporadic relaxations, the Catholic Church had submitted his 
brethren for fully fifteen centuries, thinking only of the gen- 
eral spiritual welfare of humanity at large. A monk Hilde- 
brand in the twentieth century? And why not? 

More than one critic within and without the Catholic 
Church, here as well as in Europe, makes Pius X. personally 
responsible for the growth of Modernism in Italy and the 
gradual decay of the influence of Catholicism in its ancient 
strongholds, France, Spain, Portugal, and quite recently in 
Belgium and Bavaria, where the anti-Christian Socialists 
routed the clerical parties. Whether they be right or wrong 
in their accusation, so much is sure, viewed from the stand- 
point of the philosopher of history: the present occupant 
of the Vatican has made ample atonement for possible errors 
in the past by preparing the transfer of the center of gravita- 
tion of the Roman Catholic Church from the Old to the New 
World. And because the American people, and above all its 
Catholic element, has instinctively grasped this to be the 
real significance of the simultaneous elevation to the cardi- 
nalate of three church dignitaries of the United States, 
Cardinals Farley and O'Connell have been received with 
royal honors by their own co-religionists and respectfully 
welcomed by the entire cosmopolitan population of the 
American metropolis and the capital of New England. Pius 
X. has, then, with constructive statesmanship, continued and 
crowned the policy of Leo XIII. with regard to the so-called 
" American danger " (Encyclical of January 22, 1899). 

Now the great and paramount question is this: will the 
Roman Catholic Church have the firmness to face the re- 
ligious situation of the present age with the unique purpose 
of remedying the evil at whatever cost? Is it really true 
that the Papacy even of the twentieth century can breathe 
freely in the atmosphere of the Middle Ages only, being 
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unable to adapt itself to the climate of modern times? Or, 
will Pins X. and his advisers have the courage to go back, as 
the scholar Darmesteter advises them, to the source of the 
Gospel, to the sublime message of the great teachers of 
Jesus? 

The time has come when Church and Synagogue have 
clearly and definitely to distinguish between theology and 
religion, between man-made dogma, ceremony, and tradi- 
tion, on the one hand, and divine faith, deep and genuine 
love of suffering humanity, scientific insight into the mechan- 
ism of the universe on the other. The Catholic, Protestant, 
and Jewish clergy — they all wail over the indifference of 
their flocks and cover their faces not to see the growing 
devastation in the vineyards of the Lord. But they, and they 
alone, are responsible for the misdeeds of the religious phyl- 
loxera. 

When Pius X. became Pope one of his old friends, a rich 
Jew from Venice, went to Rome and had a long audience 
with him. The Pope asked for news of all his friends, and 
when he heard that a certain priest was seriously ill he 
asked the Jew to give him his blessing when he returned to 
Venice. The Jew was taken back at the Pope's request, and 
he hinted that, not being a Christian, he was not a fit person 
to convey the apostolic blessing. 

" You need not worry about that," the Pope said, " it 
does not matter in the least, provided the goods are all right, 
whether the Wrapper is bad." " You are merely the wrap- 
per," he added, smiling, and the Jew conveyed the apostolic 
blessing to the dying priest. 

Has Pius X. the intention of applying the principle under- 
lying this anecdote to his general religious policy? Have 
the three American Cardinals and the one hundred Catholic 
Archbishops and Bishops of the United States the ambition 
to be instrumental in the elaboration, with the Prophetic 
Gospel as foundation, of a common religion for entire man- 
kind, or will they and their European colleagues suffer to 
be impassive witnesses of the downward march of the Chris- 
tian religion? All of us know, or ought to know by this time, 
that everything which ceases to grow gradually decays and 
dies off finally. There was a time when there was no Juda- 
ism, no Christianity, no Mohammedanism, and there will, 
no doubt, come a time when these three religious svstems, at 
least in their present shapes, will be part of the history of 
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the religious evolution of mankind, unless their leaders and 
followers adapt the eternal truths they contain to the chang- 
ing exigencies of the succeeding ages. 

It is hard for a fervent Jew to think of the day when the 
last synagogue will have to close its doors ; it must be still 
more painful, one would suppose, for a pious Roman Catholic 
to think of the possibility of a last conclave. But has he 
ever given serious thought to the curve of evolution which 
leads up from Linus (cir. 64 — 76 a.d.), the semi-legendary 
first bishop of Rome — i. e., the insignificant presbyter of a 
tiny Christian congregation recruited among the lowest 
classes of the metropolis of the world — to Gregory VII. and 
Innocent III., the mighty rulers of all the kings and nations 
of the earth, and has he studied the curve leading down 
again to Leo XIII. and the present Pope, Hfelong prisoners 
of the Vatican! 

Why should we close our eyes to reality, harsh as it may 
seem? Is it true or is it not that the Papacy has been de- 
prived of the slightest vestige of temporal power by a 
Catholic nation, and that not one of the other great Catholic 
powers has raised a finger since 1870 to reinstate the " king 
of kings ' ' of yore to one single acre of their former domin- 
ions ? It is not the writer 's purpose to plead a restitution of 
the temporal power of the Popes, sharing Darmesteter's view 
as to the greater potency of spiritual dominion. But unless 
some young and strenuous American Cardinal seizes in the 
near future the reins of the government of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, Linus II., the last Pope, will share his exile 
with the last royal prince of the European continent. 

And at that crucial point in mankind's spiritual develop- 
ment Darmesteter's prophecy of science's taking the place 
of religion may prove true. As the Gnostics of the first 
and second centuries had prepared the way for Chris- 
tianity's becoming the heir to the Orientalized Greco-Roman 
civilization, in an analogous way the Agnostics of the eigh- 
teenth and nineteenth centuries, brothers of the old Gnostics, 
in spite of their negative eponym, may unwittingly have 
laid the foundation to some form of philosophical faith to 
which our distant descendants will cling with the same 
fervor as our ancestors have clung to the tenets of Penta- 
teuch, Gospel, and Koran. 

This is not only the view of the infidel and of the pro- 
gressive Jew, but also of the liberal wing of Protestantism. 
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Witness the great German historian of the Rome of the 
Middle Ages, Ferdinand Gregorovius (1821-1891), whom 
certainly nobody will accuse of prejudice against the Papacy, 
to whose glorious past he devotes, in the Introduction to 
his Tombs of the Popes, a stirring panegyric whose sublime 
eloquence and pregnancy equals, if it does not surpass, the 
pathetic appeal to the Vatican, to lead or to die, by the Jew 
Darmesteter. But while the latter wishes to make of Petri's 
Chair a living force again, Gregorovious contents himself 
with writing a splendid epitaph on the graves of the Vicars 
of Christ: 

" There will be no longer any Popes. Religion will have expressed itself 
in a new form, a form as yet unknown to us; and to mankind under 
the new dispensation the long line of the historic Papacy will, beyond 
all doubt, appear a far more marvelous creation than to us who behold it 
in close perspective. Men will marvel at these graybeards of St. Peter's 
a3 wondrous beings of the past. Some of their monuments will have 
withstood the onslaughts of time, and before these old men in their stern 
majesty of dominion — crowned with the triple tiara and clad in stately, 
flowing robes, with long beards and countenances mild or forbidding, 
attractive or fanatical, and hands raised on high to bless men or to curse — 
men will pause in astonishment and exclaim : ' These were the Popes, 
spiritual overlords of the world of their day! How senile and gloomy 
must that world have been !' " ' 

After setting forth, in glowing terms, the almost divine 
power of the great Popes of the' Middle Ages, the German 
historian sums up the pathological cause of the downward 
march of the stupendous Papal institution which had not 
and probably will never have again its equal in the evolution 
of mankind. 

"They [the Popes] set limits to the development of human thought, 
or permitted progress as to them seemed good. Knowledge they measured 
out with sparing hand, and freedom yet more grudgingly — thwarting the 
intellect's rapid expansion by the artificial barriers of a poetic mystery, 
by playing upon the love and fear of man. With these three chains they 
girt mankind and brought them to kiss, their rod of chastisement. 

" They were masters of the world's conscience. Their power, incor- 
poral and weaponless, rested solely upon belief and superstition. 

"What was the origin of this enigmatic power of a group of weak 
and old men, most of them of humble origin, many mounting the throne 
of the earth in the cowl of the beggar or the hermit? 

" It is rooted in Monotheism and in the Christian theocracy, which has 
conceived of mankind as one single Christian republic. In its central 
point the Pope has placed himself. The nations of Christendom have 
recognized and honored him as the Salvation-bearing Father of mankind, 
as Head of the Church Universal, which shall gather all races and all 
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peoples into one family of God. But the Papacy's mighty mission seems 
now to be fulfilled. Its power has long fallen to decay. The old ideal 
of a Catholic world-policy received its death-blow at the Keformation, and 
the Papacy, deprived of its political basis also amid the catastrophes of 
the present age, preserves but the ruins of its former greatness." . . . 

Pius X. and his College of Cardinals and their immediate 
successors have and will have it in their power to decide 
whether posterity will intone the Protestant Gregorovius 's 
Requiescat in pace or the Jew Darmesteter 's Resurrexit. 

If they can make up their minds to pray and to make 
humanity pray to the Father to whom Jesus and the Apostles 
and the Christians of the first two centuries prayed, brush- 
ing aside the outworn dogmatic structures of the theologians 
from the first Council of Nicaea (325), where the pagan 
Pontifex Maximus Constantin dared play a miserable corned}' 
with the 318 bishops and 1,200 prelates, to the last Council 
of the Vatican (1870), which marked the final downfall of 
episcopal power and at the same time was a challenge to the 
modern spirit of the age, then there is hope that the day will 
come when Jew and Gentile and Mohammedan, and even the 
"heathen" of the Chinese republic, of Japan, and of India, 
will join in the only dogma which Jesus and His apostles 
took over from their ancestral faith: " Hear, O Israel, the 
Lord our God is one God." 

Isidoe Singer. 



